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UEFA as an Anti-Doping Organisation – who are we?

• Union of European Football Associations

• 54 member associations

• A continental confederation under FIFA

– not an International Federation

– not FIFA

• Testing jurisdiction is based on 

participation in UEFA competitions

• UEFA is not a Code signatory but is Code-

compliant



The UEFA player pool

High turnover

• 2482 players in UCL in 2015/16

• Only 960 of them also played in 2014/15

• Only 490 played last 3 seasons 

• 34/78 clubs in UCL this season were not in 

competition last season (12/32 in group stage)

A lot of players

• Approximately 14,000 players per season 

participate from 54 member countries

• UCL mean (last 3 seasons): 2445 players 

• UEL mean (last 3 seasons): 5659 players



What are we trying to do?

• Prevent doping and promote fair play

• Protect player health

• Ensure European football has suitable anti-

doping programme

• Protect the integrity of our competitions

• Educate and inform players and support staff



UEFA testing programme

• 31,242 samples were analysed in football (2014 WADA stats)

– 15.5% Brazilian Football Confederation

– 10.1% CONI

– 7.4% UEFA (2318 samples)

• IC: urine 1515, blood 60

• OOC: urine 509, blood 234



Developments for smarter testing in 2015



New in 2015 (1)

• Changes to our team whereabouts rules

– Individual whereabouts if player not involved in team activity

– Code-compliant failures

• Introduction of biological passport

– Steroidal module in 2015

– Haematological module for EURO 2016

– Approx. 25% increase in tests for 2015/16 season

• Sample storage and re-testing

– Samples from main competitions now stored for minimum 4 

years 

– Re-testing when required by:

– Suspicious profile of player

– New analysis method for previously undetectable 

substance



Collaboration agreements with NADOs

• UEFA has signed 21 collaboration agreements with 

NADOs

– Austria, Belgium (Flanders and Wallonie), Belarus, 

Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, 

Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 

Russia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, UK

• Collaboration agreements cover:

– Testing: test distribution plans, jurisdiction, reciprocal 

testing

– Sharing: testing data, intelligence, whereabouts 

information

– ABP programme: passport custodianship, putting DCFs 

into ADAMS, follow-up testing, results management

– Education



Collaboration in practice

• ABP: UEFA has read access to NADO’s passports and vice-versa

– Enables overview of all testing in European football 

• All 32 UCL clubs send whereabouts to UEFA and NADOs

– Reduces work/errors for administrators and teams

• UEFA’s testing plans shared with NADOs

– NADOs are informed of tests in their country and
on teams from their country

• NADOs’ testing plans shared with UEFA

– Modification of testing plans based on information received

• Reciprocal testing – allows wider reach and greater reactivity

– Rapid target tests following APMU recommendation

• Adding DCFs to ADAMS when NADOs don’t use it

– E.g. NADA provides us with all their DCFs

– Maximizes benefit of steroidal biological passport

• Education: NADO experts conducting education sessions at UEFA youth championships

– Dominic Müser from NADA and Anders Radström from Swedish Sports Confederation



EURO 2016 in France

• UEFA working closely with NADOs to ensure best possible testing programme in

run-up to EURO 2016
• 552 players from 24 teams will participate in final tournament

• Approx. 750 payers in pre-tournament training squads

• Aim to have all players tested before tournament
• Steroid and blood passports

• Only possible if UEFA collaborates with NADOs 



Pre-Competition Test Planning

• First team whereabouts covering international match week 21 – 29 March

will be sent to NADOs tomorrow Monday 14th March

• NADOs’ to communicate by 15th March:

– their planned testing activity from now until the beginning of EURO on 5th

June

– Details of quantity and type (e.g. urine/blood/ESAs/hGH) of test planned

• UEFA will then be able to schedule and balance its tests accordingly

EURO 2016 in France – Collaboration in practice (1)



ADAMS Updates

• Approx. 750 participating players will become part of UEFA’s EURO

Testing Pool

• NADOs’ to support by ensuring that:

– Passport custodianship are transferred to UEFA

– Nationality and Sport Nationality under your custody is correct

– Sport Nationality is the Country in which the player plays his/her club 

football

– “How to do it” Guidelines have been sent

– By 18th March

EURO 2016 in France – Collaboration in practice (2)



Collaboration with NADOs

What is key for a successful collaboration ?

• Know each other

• Trust and confidence

• Reliability

• Delivery in time and quality

Benefits for all Partners?

• More deterrent testing programs

• Efficiency and transparency

• Demonstrate our commitment

• Higher credibility



Thank you


