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Legal Approach 
 

!�� Under Article S the Rules are governed by English law. It is expressly provided 

that the programme is to be interpreted in a manner consistent with the applicable 

provision of the WADA Code, taking into account the commentary to that code. 

As the Rules are based on the WADA Code, it is clear that they must be 

interpreted consistently so as to accord with generally internationally accepted 

principles of sports law which would be applied by tribunals in other jurisdictions, 

and by the Court of Arbitration for Sport (“CAS”)  to which any appeal lies under 

Article O. �
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� �� ���	%���M.5.2 reads:�

If a Player establishes in an individual case involving such offences that he or she bears 
No Significant Fault or Negligence for the offence, then the period of Inelegibility may 
be reduced, but the reduced period of Ineligibility may not be less than one half of the 
minimum period of Ineligibility otherwise applicable.  When Doping Offence involves 
Article C.1…. the Player must also establish how the Prohibited Substance entered his or 
her system in order to have the period of Ineligibility reduced. 
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No Significant Fault or Negligence.   The Player establishing that his or her fault 
or negligence, when viewed in the totality of the circumstances and taking into 
account the criteria for No fault or Negligence was not significant in relation to 
the Doping offence. 
 
No fault or negligence.  The Player establishing that he or she did not know or 
suspect and could not reasonably have known or suspected even with the exercise 
of utmost caution, that he or she had Used or been administered the Prohibited 
substance or Prohibited method. 
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